elin’ in the

When our Seventies superbikes were new, we
were the fastest boys on the road. But today
even a mediocre rider can fly on a modern
sports bike. Get your own back with a hot
sportster oozing classic soul. New meets old in
the Laverda-derived Palmelli 878 SFC
ALAN SEELEY pics: Terry Joslin
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LEAVING THE SUZUKI GSX-R RIDER FLOUNDERING IN MY
wake, I'm ready for bigger prey. The Honda FireBlade pilot tying him- :
self in knots in the bends ahead is a prime candidate. I shift down a
couple of gears, set up my line and take him on the inside. “Sunday dri-
vers,” 1 think, relishing the prospect of the next set of §-bends in which
to surprise unwary sports bike riders.

Up ahead the 'Blade rider’s mate sneaks nervous glances in the mir-
rors of his Ducati 916, Resistance is futile, my friend. He puts up a
brave fight bur Pve got him. I outbrake my adversary, confident that I
have the handling to take the bend in my stride. Safely through, I head
off insearch of further victims.

And then T woke up, right? Surely you can’t embarrass the cream of
modern superbikes on an air-cooled twin, or can you?

The classic rider’s ultimare bar-room fantasy could become reality if
he equips himself with a Palmelli 878 SFC. Combining classic charac-
ter with modern performance was the aim of the London-based firm.
The character comes courtesy of a bored-out Laverda SE750 lump
with a 90-degree crank and SFC race profile cam. Laverda specialists
Phil Todd and Stuart Clark have both worked their magic on the
motor, and in its current state of tune it kicks out 80bhp.

Modern conveniences abound on the rolling chassis. Marchesini
magnesium wheels wear sticky Pirelli Dragon Corsa tyres, a favourite
choice of the modern sports rider. Front suspension is by the celebrated
WP and the TIG-welded stainless steel SFC-derived frame runs a
monoshock rear end.

It’s a tempting package, and one that intrigued and excited visitors to
last year’s NEC show where the bike made its public debut. The
Palmelli is a mix of old and new that might have sat uneasily together,
but even this prototype’s elements flow together beautifully. That fair-
ing is one of the best examples of the 878 SFC's synergy. The top half is
from a Honda NC30 and the lowers are SFC derived.

Enough of all this idle contemplation. Palmelli’s Steve Elliot built the
878 as a serious road tool, so let’s see if this Italian heavy metal can
prove its mettle.

Riding position is very SFC — a cramped racing crouch, Production
models will offer a variety of seating arrangements, but I'm not P

» A classic that can carve up a
motern sportster? In the right
hands, you'd hetter believe it
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